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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,4 ,19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kimura (JP 60244585). 

Regarding claim 1, Kimura teaches a first marking structure (1) having a front 
surface adapted to print first ink (Purpose) onto an object, a rear surface and peripheral 
edges extending between said front and rear surfaces (Figure 1), second marking 
structure (2) having front surface adapted to print a second ink (Purpose) onto an 
object, rear surface and peripheral edges extending between front and rear surfaces of 
a second marking structure (Figure 1) and first and second marking structures being 
permanently assembled together so that least one said edges of the first marking 
structure opposes at least one of the edges of a second marking structure (Figures 1 
and 2), wherein at least one of the opposing edges has a non-porous surface (4) for 
preventing migration of the first ink of the first marking structure with the second ink of 

♦ 

the second marking structure (Constitution, Lines 4-7). 

Regarding claim 4, Kimura teaches a first ink that has a first color and a second 
ink that has a second color that is different than the first color (Purpose and 
Constitution, Page 1, Lines 1-4). 
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Regarding claim 19, Kimura teaches wherein the opposing edges of the first 
and second marking structures are in contact with one another (Figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 21, Kimura teaches wherein the non-porous surface (4) is 
integral with one of the first and second marking structures (Figures 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and - 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimura (JP 60244585) in view of Yashoshima (US Patent 5,865,892). 

Kimura teaches the claimed invention with the exception of wherein first and 
second marking structures comprises a microporous foam. Yashoshima teaches ink 
pads/marking structures comprised of a microporous foam (Column 5, Lines 38-41). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention as taught by Kimura to replace the 
marking structures thereof with micorporous foam as taught by Yashoshima, since 
Yashoshima teaches that it is advantageous to provide a material capable of absorbing 
and desorbing an aqueous dye-based ink. 
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Regarding claim 20, Kimura teaches wherein a non-porous surface (4) comprises 
melted microporous foam that prevents ink from passing therethrough (Constitution, 
Page 1, Lines 4-7 and Page 2, Lines 1-5). 

3. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimura (JP 60244585) in view of Imamaki (US 6,634288). 

Regarding claim 3, Kimura teaches the claimed invention with the exception of 
wherein first and second marking structures comprised of a mixture of thermoplastic 
resin and ink. Imamki teaches a stamp with a marking structure having a mixture of 
thermoplastic ink and resin (Column 5, Lines 1-5). It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
invention as taught by Kimura to replace the marking structures thereof with structure 
having a mixture of thermoplastic resin and ink as taught by Imamki, since Imamki 
teaches that it is advantageous to utilize an effective material for holding and 
transferring ink. 

Regarding claim 5, Kimura teaches the claimed invention with the exception of 
wherein the at least one edge has a non-porous surface that is exposed to a light 
source for forming the non-porous surface. Imamaki teaches a stamp with a marking 
structure being heated by light and thermal members (Column 14, Claim 1, Lines 38- 
44). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention as taught by Kimura to include a marking 

* 

structure with a non-porous surface that is exposed to light as taught by Imamki, since 
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Imamki teaches that it is advantageous to seal the portions of a stamp for the purposes 
of forming a concise image without smudging. 

4. Claims 3 and 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimura (JP 60244585) in view of Fletcher (6,119,307). 

Kimura teaches the claimed invention with the exception of a pre-inked marking 
structure and a mixture of thermoplastic resin/ink. Fletcher et al. teaches a stamp that 
discloses a pre-inked marking structure (Abstract) that includes a mixture of 

- * 

thermoplastic resin/ink (Column 1 , Lines 21-26). It would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to further modify the 
invention taught by Kimura to include a pre-inked marking structure with a mixture of 
thermoplastic resin/ink as taught by Fletcher et al., since Fletcher et al. allows the ink to 
escape at a controlled rate within the marking structure. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura 
(JP 60244585) in view of Imamaki et al. (US Patent 6,000,335). 

Kimura teaches the claimed invention with the exception of at least one edge that 
is exposed to a light source. Imamaki et al. forms a non-porous surface by applying a 
light source heat that melts the microporous stamping member (Column 3, Lines 55-63). 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to further modify the invention as taught by Kimura to include a 

■ 

heating source as taught by Imamaki et al., since Imamaki et al. forms a non-porous 
surface in order to provide an impermeable portion to retain the ink within the stamping 
structure. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 7, 9-1 3 and 22-24 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding claim 7, the prior art does not teach or render obvious first and 
second marking structures being assembled together with the first patterned peripheral 
edge of a first marking structure interlocking with the second patterned peripheral edge 
of the second marking structure so that the first and second marking structures can be 
assembled together in only one configuration, wherein at least one of the interlocked 
first and second peripheral patterned peripheral has a non-porous surface for 
preventing ink migration between the first and second marking structures. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 9-13 and 19-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Also, the new 
rejection has been added in response to the interview held on 1 1/7/06. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa L. Ferguson-Samreth whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2163. The examiner can normally be reached on *(M-T) 6:30am-4:00pm 
and every other (F) 7:30am-4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

» 

Marissa L Ferguson-Samreth 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2854 

> 
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Daniel JT Colilla 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 



